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There are three types of memory: sensory memory, short term memory, and long term memory. Sensory memory is a brief memory of something a person sees, hears, or touches. These memories fade quickly and are lost unless the person’s attention is drawn to them. They normally last for a fraction of a second and can last for up to a few seconds. Short term memory usually lasts for 10 to 20 seconds without rehearsal (citation). Without rehearsal, the recall of three letters was 10% after 15 seconds, with rehearsal, recall increases (citation). Working memory is a type of short term memory. It is the active maintenance of information. It is used in mental tasks such as language comprehension, problem solving, and planning (Cowan, 2010). 
The storage capacity of the working memory is important because cognitive tasks can be only completed if there is a sufficient ability to hold information as it is processed (Cowan, 2010). Miller (year) claimed that people on average can retain 7 plus or minus 2 pieces of information. However, Cowan (year) believes that the central memory store is limited to 3 to 5 items in young adults (Cowan, 2010). The span of immediate recall for words is about equal to the span for unrelated letters or digits (Simon, 1974). This led Miller (1956) to conclude that a word is a chunk, however, a study proved that this hypothesis is just a rough approximation and it must be refined by considering the time required to rehearse longer passages (Simon, 1974). 	Comment by Emilie Picard: One study cannot “prove” something
The capacity limit of working memory is difficult to determine because multiple mechanisms retain information (Cowan, 2010). Chunking, the grouping of stimuli, increases recall capacity. The capacity of short term memory measured in chunks is independent of the material that makes up the chunks (Simon, 1974). A study was done to show that the chunk capacity of short term memory is 5 to 7 items (Simon, 1974). The episodic buffer allows the integration of information from the working memory to long term memory. Fixation of information in long term memory takes 5 to 10 seconds per chunk (Simon, 1974). The long term memory has an unlimited capacity to hold information indefinitely. This includes episodic and semantic information. Evidence has consistently showed that women exhibit greater episodic memory specificity than men, but very little attention had been paid to the role of gender in the production of episodic details during autobiographical recall under conditions of high and low retrieval support (Fuentes & Desrocher, 2013). The role of gender is similarly unexplored in the production of semantic details used to support autobiographical memory recollections (Fuentes & Desrocher, 2013). A study revealed that women recall more episodic information than men in the high retrieval support condition, but there was no difference between men and women in the low retrieval support condition (Fuentes & Desrocher, 2013). There were also no gender differences in the production of semantic details (Fuentes & Desrocher, 2013). This all need to be explained more. 
Many different things could have an effect on someone’s recall ability. This includes gender, handedness, and age. This experiment is looking at the effect of gender on recall of grouped numbers. The hypothesis of this experiment is that men have a higher recall for grouped numbers than women why?.	Comment by Emilie Picard: You aren’t looking to see if gender AFFECTS something, you were just looking at group differences. So how grouped number recall varies across geners. 
Methods 10/12
Participants:
The participants consisted of 1965 people who completed a MyPsychLab activity. 1391 participants were female and 554 participants were male. The ages ranged from 11-75 (M=1.3293 on a scale of 1-6, SD=.78555). The ages were on a scale of 1-6 because they were grouped into 6 different sections. Group 1 consisted of ages 11-25, 2 consisted of ages 26-35, 3 consisted of ages 36-45, 4 consisted of ages 46-55, 5 consisted of ages 56-65, and 6 consisted of ages 66-75. 1772 participants were right handed and 193 were left handed. The race and ethnicity breakdown of the sample is unknown.  You were compared men and women, so you needed to present the demographics of the male and female groups. 	Comment by Emilie Picard: These should be italicized. 
Materials/Measures:
	The study used MyPsychLab. What activity? 
Procedure:
	To complete this study, each student completed the Digit Span activity on MyPsychLab. To do this, they logged on to mypearson.com and went to the course PSYCH-1200-C01. The activity could be found in the course calendar under items due. The activity first showed individual numbers. Each number would appear by itself on the screen, and after a certain amount of numbers had appeared, the activity asked you to type the numbers you just saw. The activity would add more numbers and again ask you to type the numbers as you remembered them. There were three trials of 3 digits, 4 digits, 5 digits, and so on. The program stopped once the participant failed all three trials of a particular number of digits. Next, it did the same thing with numbers grouped in threes, instead of singular. Nice. 
Results 2/2
	The hypothesis was that men have a higher recall for grouped numbers than women. Men only had a marginally higher mean (M=8.18 SD?) for grouped number recall than women (M=8.16 SD?). The independent variable was gender and the dependent variable was the recall for grouped numbers. A person’s gender did not affect their recall ability t(1943)=.147, p=.88. Therefore, my hypothesis was not supported. nice
Discussion 10/12
The aim of the study was to determine if a person’s gender affected their ability to recall grouped numbers. I found that a person’s gender does not affect how many grouped numbers they can recall. The hypothesis was that men can recall more grouped numbers than women, so the hypothesis was not supported. The larger the t value, the greater the difference in means between the two groups. The t value in this experiment was .147 which is a small value, therefore there is a small difference between the means of the two groups. The p value indicates if the results of the study are significant. The most forgiving measurement of the p-value is if it is less than .05. This means there is only a 5% chance that the null hypothesis is true. The p-value was .88, so there is a 88% chance that the null hypothesis is true. This pattern of results would be found 88% of the time by chance. This means the results are not significant, so we can not determine that a person’s gender affects their ability to remember grouped numbers. The implications of this study are that there may be something which more directly links to a person’s ability to remember grouped numbers, and variables such as age and education level should be examined in future research. This study raises the question of if gender affects the results for single numbers or if it is does not affect it as in group variables. Another analysis would have to be done to come to a conclusion.	Comment by Emilie Picard: Don’t word words like “I” or “we”	Comment by Emilie Picard: Don’t explain what the t test results mean.  It should be assumed the reader knows this. 
	This study is limited because everyone completed the activity on their own. It was not monitored, and each person was in a different environment. There could have been distractions in some of the environments and not in others. The experiment also could have been affected by if the person was tired or well rested while completing the activity. A strength of the study was the large sample size, however, there was a much larger sample size of females than males. If the study is repeated, it should be done in a controlled environment, with everyone well rested, so they can all put the same focus into the activity, and there should be equal sample sizes of each group being tested. 
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